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This   pamphlet  gives  some  startling  facts  about  the 

way  in  which  the  Profiteers  who  have  made  millions 

out  of  the  War  have  captured  Parliament  at  the  last 

General  Election. 
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THE  PROFITEERS'  PARLIAMENT, 

HE  interests  of  Property  were  never  better  fortified 
than  in  the  present  Parliam^it.  Democracy  may 
v  fret  arid  fume"  eomplain  of  injustice  and  inequalities, 
but  the  Big  Business  interests  have  the  upper  hand.  Land, 
wealth,  every  phase  of  capitalist  enterprise  have  their 
spokesman  in  what  is.  supposed  to  be  the  People's  rlouae 
Not  a  few  men  who  in  the  war  years  oomed  money  out  ol 
the  country's  need  have  now  been  sent  to  be  her  law- 
makers. 

The  Shipowners. 

Take      the     shipowners.       Their     exactions     were     so 
•ious  that  even  Mr.   Bonar  Law,   himself  the  possessor 
ipping   slrares,   was  constrained  to   protest.      The  only 
safe  thing   for  the  country  to  do  is  to  free  itself  from   the 
cmp  of  the  vast  shipownirig  interests  and  build  and  organ - 
?*e  its  own  Mercantile  Marine.       Will  a  Parliament  like  the 
ut  do  that?     On  the  contrary,  it  will  readily  sell  back 
into   private    hands   on   easy    terms    any    existing    publicly- 
owned  merchant  ships ;  and  this  is  now  being  done  without 
•H   the  formality  of  Parliamentary  sanction. 

Meantime  -the  shipowners  .have  conquered.  Ihere  are 
three  Parliamentary  divisions  in  Cardiff,  for  example,  and 
three  shipowners  have  been  sent  to  represent  them. 

It  may  be  argued  that  if  the 'Cardiff  electors  prefer 
shipowners  as  their  members  nobody  has  any  right  to  corn- 
plain  It  is  not  clear,  however,  that  the  electors  did  desire 
them  seeing  that  32,926  votes  were  cast  against  these 
members,  and  only  24,595  votes  in  their  favour. 
minority  vote  obtains  representation;  the  majority  votes 
goes  unrepresented.  Fearful  and  wonderful  are  our  demo- 
cratic institutions. 

At  all  events  the  shipowners  have  a  front  line  < 
tivnchee  in  fcke  new  Parliament,  Sir  Owen  Philipps 
(Chester  City)  is  Chairman  of  the  Boyal  Mail  Steam  Packet 
Company;  Major  H.  E.  Cayzer  (Portsmouth  South)  is 
Vice-Chairman  Clan  Line  of  Steamers,  as  well  as  a  director 
of  several  Shipowners'  Associations;  bir  I..  Hoyden 
(Bootle)  is  Deputy-Chairman  Cunard  Steamship  Company ; 
Mr  G  Eenwick  (Newcastle  Central)  is  connected  with 
Messrs  Fisher,  Eenwick  and  Co.,  shipowners;  Mr.  E.  P. 
Houston  (West  Toxteth)  is  a  leading  Liverpool  shipowner 
Sir  William  Baeburn  (Dumbarton)  is  a  Glasgow  shipowner; 
Mr  Barton  Chadwick  (Harrow)  is  head  of  Messrs  bhad- 
wick  and  Co.,  shipowners,  of  Liverpool;  and  Major  Godfrey 
Pa  liner  (Jarrow^  is  connected  with  Palmer/a  Shipbuilding 
Company. 
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perly  applied,  could   : 

the     public    interest;     public    ownership    of    I 
ships,   organised  on   other  than  Imreaucnr 
made  to  open  up  vast  new  possibilities  for  th 
the    shipowners    in   Parliament   may   be   i, 
such  tendencies  and  to  urge  reversion   to  th. 
M   world   that  did  not  yield  them  their  di 
bo  worth   living  in. 

The  Railway  Owners. 

During    the    election    there    were    rumours   of    ci 
railway  nationalisation.     That  change,  I  do  n 
now  come.     In  the  years  when  the  railways  were 
property,   £40,000.000  per  annum  being  available 
(lend,  railway  nationalisation  was  the  Utopian  dream  of  a 
few  absurd  Socialists.     Now  that  the  railway  comp 
appalled    at   their    financial    prospects — £80, Or" 
having  been  added  to  the  working  expenses  duriiu;  th 
— railway    nationalisation    becomes 
and   eminently    practical   proposal.        In   any    transfer   that 

take  place,  Parliament,  we  may  be  certain,  \\ill-amply 
protect 'the   interests  of  the  railway  companies,    who  know 
where    to    place   their    pickets    when    there    is    anythin 
stake. 

Sir  George  Younger,  being  Whip  to  the  Coalit 
the  moment  one  of  the  most  influential  men  in  ti 
of  Commons.     The  London,   Chatham    and   1- 
Company,     referrii^    to    a    vacancy     on    their     ! 
Directors,  made  this  significant  cormvi- 

We  have  appointed  to  the  vacant  place  Si1 
Bart.,  M.P.,  who.sc  business  capacity  and  posi 
it'i/l  prove  of  value  in  tke  future: 

If  Sir  George  Younger  finds  it   necessary  to  prove  hi* 
to    the    railway    interests,    he    will    not    b»-    withoui 

Is.       Sir   Frederick"  Banbury   (City    of    1. 
director  ol  the  Great  Northern;  Sir  Kobert  Wiliiai 
Dorset)   is   a  director    of  the    London  and   Sfn 
Mr.  J.  W.  Wilson   (Stolirbridge,  who  one* 

sed    minimum    of   21 

.f  the  Great  Western 
Yorks.)  is  a  dim-tor  of  fh- 

What   will   l»c    tl 

•talised  transport?       Wrill    tl 


railway  shareholders   and  directors  or  for  the   public?        '• 
nationalisation  comes,   what  sort  of  terms  will  they  try  to 

extort? 

The  Banking  Interests. 

Banking  is  another  big  vested  interest — the  root  of 
more  bondage  than  people  wot  of.  Banking  amalgamations 
are  placing  the  country  more  and  more  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Money  Power,  whose  outposts  are  well  defended.  Let 
proposals  be  formulated  and  pressed  for  State  banks  and 
State  banking,  and  the  hidden  hand  will  soon  be  forced  to 
show  itself.  Only  when  such  demands  are  boldly  expressed 
and  backed  with  all  the  industrial  and  political  power  of 
Labour  will  the  fight  begin  to  'rage  near  the  heart  of  the 
financial  citadel.  But  the  banks  will  not  lack  their  heroes 
and  martyrs  ready  to  die  in  the  last  ditch  for  the  good  old 
cause.  Sir  Frederick  Banbury  is  a  director  of  the  London 
and  Provincial  Bank;  Sir  Hallewell  Eogers,  M.P.  for 
Birmingham  (Moseley  Division),  is  a  director  of  Barclay's 
Bank;  Mr.  Butler  Lloyd  (Shrewsbury)  is  a  director  of  the 
London,  Capital  and  Counties  Bank;  Col.  Williams  (West 
Dorset)  is  a  director  of  Williams  Deacon's  Bank;  Mr. 
Samuel  Samuel,  M.P.  for  Putney,  is  the  senior  partner  in 
the  firm  of  M.  Samuel  and  Co.,  bankers;  Mr.  Clifford  Edgar 
(Richmond)  is  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  Nigeria;  and  it  may 
be  assumed  that  the  money  interests  approve  of  the  return 
of  Major  Bothschild  as  M.P.  for  Aylesbury. 

Of  such  is  the  Coalition — a  coalition  of  financiers, 
directors,  contractors,  business  bosses,  Stock  Exchange 
magnates  and  company  promoters  almost  as  immaculate  as 
Mr.  Bottomley  himself.  Sanguine  indeed  must  they  be  who 
look  to  such  a  Coalition  composed  to  such  elements  to  lead 
them  from  the  House  of  Bondage  to  the  Promised  Land . 

Certainly  the  rich  are  not  alarmed  about  their  privi- 
leges. They  regard  the  election  as  a  victory  for  Conserva- 
tism;  and  Limehouse — if  it  ever  meant  anything — is 
graciously  overlooked  and  pardoned.  They  accept  Mr. 
Lloyd  George— no  longer  a  vulgar,  pettifogging  Welsh 
attorney — as  their  heaven-sent  leader,  a  brand  plucked 
from  the  burning,  a  divine  bulwark  against  Bolshevism, 
and  they  smile  and  wink  to  one  another  when  with  uplifted 
hands  he  assures  his  constituents  that  he  is  as^  much  a 
people's  man  as  ever,  and  prays  Heaven  to  let  his  tongue 
cleave  to  the  roof  of  his  mouth  when  he  forsakes  democracy 
and  right. 

Said  the  financial  expert  of  the  Glasgow  Herald  three 
<lays  after  the  election  results  were  known: 

The  financial    community   have  every  reason    to  be   satisfied 

with  the  manner  in  which  the  nation  has  used  its  opportunity  at 

ihr  0olk 


Who  would  grudge  the  timorous  financial  community  its 
hour  of  glad  confidence?  UK  troubled  dreams  will  soon 
return. 

The  Liquor  Trade. 

Then  there  is  the  Liquor  Trade,  which  has  not  always 
regarded  Mr.  Lloyd  George  as  a  comrade-in-arms.  Past 
misunderstandings  have  been  removed;  we  shall  heai 
more  of  schemes  to  break  the  back  of  private  monopoly  in 
the  trade.  Once  he  saw  the  country  faced  with  three 
enemies :  Germany,  Austria  and  Drink — the  greatest  of 
these  being  Drink.  Nonconformity  hailed  the  little  David 
going  forth  with  sling  to  do  battle  against  the  monstrous 
Goliath.  But  Goliath  survived  the  attack,  and  now  David 
ajid  Goliath  walk  hand-in-hand. 

It  was  a  Tory  brewer  who  organised  Mr.  Lloyd 
George's  political  campaign,  taking  good  care  that  his  Tory 
friends  did  not  suffer  from  the  deal.  The  drink  interests 
are  well  represented  in  the  Coalition  majority.  Mr.  Taylor 
Ramsden  (Elland)  is  managing  director  of  Messrs.  Thomas 
Ramsden  and  Sons,  brewers,  of  Halifax;  Col.  Hall  Walker 
(Widnes)  is  managing  director  of  Peter  Walker  and  Son, 
Ltd.,  brewers  (dividend  for  1917,  17£  per  cent.);  Col. 
Gretton  (Stafford)  is  chairman  of  Bass,  Ratcliff  and 
.Gretton,  Ltd.  (dividend  for  1917,  14  per  cent.,  and 
£250,000  to  reserve);  Mr.  Walter  Edward  Guinness,  third 
(son  of  the  first  Lord  Iveagh  (West  Suffolk),  belongs  to  the 
family  who  control  the  Guinness  brewing  concern  (dividend 
for  1917,  16  per  cent.,  and  £900,000  to  reserve);  Sir  George 
[Younger  (Ayr),  organiser  of  Coalition  Victory,  is  a  partner 
in  the  firm  of  George  Younger  and  Son,  Ltd.,  brewers, 
Alloa ;  and  Major  Kelley  (Rotherham)  is  also  interested  in 
brewing  concerns. 

The  fact  is,  the  capitalist  interests  are  in  the  saddle. 
Whilst  the  workers  have  remained  supine,  or  followed  every 
apple  of  discord  thrown  amongst  them,  or  quarrelled  as  to 
the  value  of  political  action,  the  financial  and  industrial 
nabobs  have  seized  power  and  taken  charge  of  Parliament. 

Democracy's  Task. 

But  Democracy  advances,  though   with  hesitating  and 
uncertain  step.        How  to  organise    this   Democracy  more 
effectively  on  the  industrial  and  political  field ;  how  to  bring 
together  all  Socialist  and  genuinely  democratic  sections  so 
that,     whilst     retaining     their    individuality     and     si 
functions,  they  may  yet  lend  strength  to  each  other,  in 
self -discipline  upon  themselves,   and   wage   a  com 
on  enslaving  bureaucracy;  how  to  devise  machinery  so  tliut 
fche  generous  hopes  and  fine  enthusiasms  of  the  pr 
not  dash  themselves  like  surf  upon  the  rocks  of  reaction; 


bow  to  put.  an  end  to  weakening  jealousies  and  divisions 
among  so-called  leaders,  and  to  rally  the  workers  and  all 
men  and  women  who  desire  the  new  social  order  so  that 
they  may  see  clearly  their  objective  without  being  stam- 
peded by  clamour- and  mendacity;  that  is  the  supreme  task 
of  our  time. 

Not  an  easy  task,  but  by  no  means  an  impossible  one, 
the  call  to  action  is  distinct  and  challenging,  demanding 
the  best  we  have  to  give ;  in  no  other  way  can  Liberty  be 
won-  APPENDIX. 

A  brief  study  of  that  invaluable  handbook,  "The 
Directory  of  Directors  "  (1$18),  makes  the  case  so  cogently 
put  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Anderson  even  more  striking,  and  shows 
that  when  the  F'inancial  Times  congratulated  the  lity  on 
having .  secured  some  70  champions  in  the  new  House  of 
Commons  it  was  ridiculously  understating  the  case — the 
number  of  persons  "  prominently  connected  with  industry 
and  finance  "  is  nearer  200. 

Mr.  Anderson  gave  some  account  of  the  representa- 
tives of  railways,  shipping  and  brewing  interests;  but  there 
is  no  department  of  commercial  imperialism  that  is  not 
provided  with  guardians.  -  Rubber,  oil,  zinc,  cement, 
chemicals,  armaments,  mines,  electricity,  cotton,  wool, 
soap,  sugar,  "  dope,"  newspaper,  contracting,  insurance- 
all  have  their  bodyguard,  while  there  is  a  solid  phalanx  of 
members  connected  with  trusts  and  insurance  corporations. 
Oil— Russian  and  Other. 

A  ruling  motive  behind  French  policy  in  relation  to 
Russia  has  admittedly  been  the  anxiety  of  the  French 
bondholder  about  the  fifty  millions  invested  by  him  in 
Russian  Government  Stock. 

Russian  bondholders,  though  not  so  numerous  in  this 
country,  are  a  by  no  means  negligible  body,  especially  if 
one  looks  outside  such  groups  as  the  Anglo-Russian  Trust 
(of  which  Sir  H.  Brittain,  Acton,  Co.U.,  is  a  director),  to 
the  great  oil  and  mining  interests. 

It  would  not  require  much  acumen  to  guess  at  the  line 
of  policy  >likely  to  recommend  itself  to  Sir  <L  Norton  Griffiths 
(Wandsworth,  Co.U.);  or  to  Sir  J.  S.  Harmood  Banner 
(Liverpool,  Everton,  Co.U.),  who  besides  being  direc- 
torially  connected  with  numerous  tram,  electricity,  steel, 
iron  and  coal  companies,  is  chairman  of  the  Black  Sea 
Amalgamated  Oil  Fields  Co.  ;  or  to  Sir  William  Watson 
Rutherford,  another  Liverpool  member  (Edgehill,  Co.U.), 
who  is  chairman  of  the  Baku  Russian  Petroleum  Co.,  chair- 
man of  the  Roumanian  Consolidated  Oil  Co.,  deputy-chair- 
man of  the  Oil  Fields  Finance  Corporation,  and  deputy 
chairman  of  the  Trinidad  Oil  and  Transport  Co. 


Interested  in  Oil. 

Other    00111}' 
\Villi;  ;;iy,     Co. Lib. j,     chairman 

Fields;    Mr.    Samuel    S'amuel 
Shell      Transport;      Air.       li.      Cinugh      (lu-i^li' 

.    Oil    and    Engine    Co.,    and 
•  •1  Oil  Engines). 

Armaments,  Mining  and  Chemicals. 

To   draw  the  line  between  different    mining   <^n>uj 
to  say  how  far  any  of  them,  or  an  iroii  and  steel  c 
a  chemical  or  engineering  firm  is  connected  with  armai 
interests    is     never     easy.       Neither     the 

tors"    nor    the    "Stock    Exchange    Year    J; 

.ned  to  facilitate  the  investigation  of  such  con: 

in  some  cases  they  are  obvious. 

The  great  armament  firms   are   directly  represented  in 
the   person's  of  Mr.    Douglas    Vickers    (Sheffield,     llallam. 
Co.U.)i  of  Vickers  Brothers;   Sir  Hallewell  Rogers    (Birm 
ingham,   Moseley,  Co.U.),  and  Mr.  E.  Manville  (Covei 
Co.U.),    who    are    both' on    the  Board  of  the   Birmingham 
Small  Arms  Co.,   Mr.  Manville  being  also  interested  in  ~lhe 
Daimler  Motor  Co.,    and  Admiral    Adair,   who  is  technical 
adviser  to  Messrs.  Beardmore.     A  more  or  less  direct  con- 
on  suggests  itself  in  the  case  of  C.  J.  Cory  (St.    i 
Co.  Lib.),  a  director  of  Siemens  Bros.;  Sir  R.  Balfour 
tick,    Co. Lib.),    a   director   of    British   Maunesmann   '1 

;  Sir  F.  B anbury  -(Diesel  Oil  Engines). 

The  following  brief  table  gives  some  suggestive  n 
in  what  may  be  called  the  mining  and  chemical  group  : 
Sir   J.   Randies   (Manchester,    Exchange,  Co.U.),  United  Steel    Cor- 
poration,   Becheamit    Mining    Company.   Workington    Iron    and 

Steel  (ch.). 
R.   Armitage    (Leeds  Central  Co.),  Brown  Bayley. 

Uallalieu,  Workington  Iron   and  Steel. 
Sir    J.    Harmood    Banner    (Liverpool,    Everton,    Co.U.),    Partington 

Iron  and  Steel,   Pearson  Knowles. 
Mr.    li.   L).  McLaren  (Bosworth,  Co. Lib.),  Pearson  Knowles,  Bolckow 

Vaughan. 

Sir  W.  Raeburn   (Co.U.),   Bull's  Metal  Co.    (ch.). 
Sir     R.     Cooper     (Walsall,     N.P.),     Anglo-Peninsula     Mining     an<! 

Chemical  Co. 
Lt.    Col.     Meysey    Thompson    (Birm.,     Handsworfch,    Co.' 

Zealand  Gold  Mines. 
Col.    Percy    Williams    (Middlesboro',    Co.Lib.),    Indian    Man; 

Co. 
Sir  Ed  Goulding  (Worcester,  Co.U.),  St.  John  .i 

Win.    Bull    (Hammersmith,   Co.U.),   Sinc^is   (bronze). 

e    (Limehonso,  Co.Lib.),  chemical    manu 
R.   Armitage  (Leeds    Cent.,  Co.Lib.),   i: 
A.    Daviea   (Lincoln,   Oo.r.i,    KdonbriHge  Tinpl 

Co. 


h'     A    Broth1erton    (Wakefield,    O>.U.,,    Brotherton    and    Co. 
(Ammonia,     British    Aniline    Co     ,<ciL),    Cassel    Cyanide    Co., 
South  Bank  Chemical  Co.    (ch.),  Woar  Fuel  Worked  Co.   (ch.) 
American    Creosoting  Co.,    American  Tar  Products   Co 

i  ?e^  J2ne,f  (Merthyr,  Co.Lib.),  "Diplomatic  Agent  for  Tin. 
plate  Irade      Times. 

wr  v'    J?°?d  (Swansea>  Co.Lib.),  Mond  Nickel  Co. 

rV    n  i    ?f    ns  (Cnristchurch,  Co.U.),    Carnbroe  Chemical  Co 

Ool.   Grant  Morden  (Chiswick,  Co.U.),  British  Cellulose  (ch  }• 
r  S  ndkteamSOn    (M°ray'    Co-LiM>    Sula    del    Carmen    Nitrate 
Ltd         "ik*er  (Essex,  S.E.,  Co.U.),  Bahia  Proprietary   Mines, 

Trust  Finance. 

In  addition  to  the  •  impressive  list  of  bankers  and 
directors  of  insurance  companies,  touched  upon  by  Mr. 
Anderson,  there  is  a  truly  portentous  phalanx  of  those 
genuine  capitalists,  whose  concern  is  to  make  money  breed 
money,  and  anything  like  a  complete  list  of  these  financial 
bosses  would  take  far  too  much  space,  but  attention  may 
be  drawn  to  the  following  names: 
Sir  F.  Banbury  (City,  Co.U.),  Colonial  Securities  Trust  Co.  (ch  ), 

Corporation  of  Foreign  Bondholders. 

Sir  AS.  Benn  (Plymouth  Drake,  Co.U.),  Equitable  Trust  of 
London. 

R.    B.     Stoker    (Manchester,    Rusholme,    Co.U.),    British    Maritime 

Irust,  btandard   Steamship   Owners'  Protection  Ass 
Major  Gen    Sir  Ivor  Philipps  (Southampton,  Co.Lib.),  Government 

General  Investment  Co. 

Sir  W    Seager  (Cardiff,  E.,  Lib.),  North  England  Indemnity  Ass. 
?irn    n  G™ld™8  (Worcester,  Co.U.),  Trustees  Corporation 
J.  C    Gould  (Cardiff  Cent.,  U.),  Hallierleigh  Investment  Trust  and 

Irading  Co. 

Sir  H.  Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy,  Co.Lib.),  Tyre  Investment  Trust  Co. 
A.  Hambro   (S    Dorset    Co.U.),  Investment  Corporation  of  Canada. 
Col    Sir  R.  Williams  (W.  Dorset,  Co.U.),  Java  Investment  Agency 

(ch.). 

A'  ^on^dders  (Chislehurst'  Co-U->»  EnS'  Association  of  American 

Lt.  Col  Morden  (Chiswick,  Co.U.),  Canada  Securities  Corporation, 
Prudential  Trust. 

Sir  H.  Brittain  (Acton,  Co.U.),  Anglo-Russian  Trust  Co 

Col.  b.  Peel  (Uxbndge,  Co.U.),  Charter  Trust  Agency  (ch.),  Trust 
Roan  Co.  of  Canada,  U.S.  Trust  Corporation. 

W.  E.   Home  (Guildford,  Co.U.),  Prudential  Assurance 

Evelyn  Cecil  (Birmingham,  Aston,  Co.U.),  American '  Investment 
irust,  Foreign  and  Colonial  Investment  Trust,  Army  and  Navv 
Investment  Trust. 
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